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MAKING RIVERSCAPES LEGIBLE



EMPLACEMENT

• contingent social meanings and 
experiences of place over time are 
inscribed in physical settings 

• people “read” places according to (and 
against) prevailing social norms and 
power structure



STORYSCAPES

• Landscapes, cityscapes, streetscapes, etc. 
consist of “latent story sites” 
(discrete locations connected with known or 
yet-to-be-known stories)  
waiting to be retold, interpreted, and 
interrogated



(FOOTNOTE SLIDE)



PHILADELPHIA’S LAZARETTO, 1801-1895

• “Lazaretto” (It. from Biblical sore-covered beggar Lazarus, patron saint of 
lepers) = isolation hospital or quarantine station 

• oldest surviving quarantine station in W. Hemisphere, 7th oldest in the world 

• built 1799-1801 on Tinicum Island after a series of devastating yellow fever 
epidemics; shut down 1895 as part of fed. govt. takeover of quarantine 

• operated by Philadelphia Board of Health



LAZARETTO GHOSTS:  
EPIDEMICS, IMMIGRATION, AND QUARANTINE  
AT THE WATER’S EDGE

• Quarantine “worked” in part through social efficacy 

• Quarantine was based on a fear of “infection,” not of 
contagion, and on a science of rigorously anecdotal 
empiricism 

• American immigration as human trafficking: a profitable, 
well-organized industry that systematically produced 
disease in immigrant bodies 

• The Care Cure: why so many patients with deadly 
“incurable” diseases survived



















A CHALLENGE TO PUBLIC MEMORY


