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“How to live in a world that we

cannot help but transform?”
Jedediah Purdy, After Nature (2015)

How to depict a world that
is transformed through its depiction?



“One place understood helps us understand
all other places better” ~ Eudora Welty



collaborative

process-based
open-ended
participatory




1. water as a
connective tissue
and a pathway

2. a communications
medium and a
commons

3. constructed; post-
natural and emergent
places




sculpture as a catalyst for
social change

“social sculpture”

‘A SOCIAL ORGANISM AS A WORK OF ART’ ~ Joseph Beuys, 1973
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Robert Smithson, Spiral Jetty, 1970



CHRIS BUR

Chris Burden, B-Car, 1977




Chris Burden, B.C. Mexico, 1973
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mare liberum

2007 -



http://www.thefreeseas.org

“The beautiful city, the city of hurried and
sparkling waters! The city of spires and
masts! The city nested in bays! My city!”

- Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass




Map: S. Stempel

Brooklyn’s “Lavender Lake” - The Gowanus Canal Sewershed



https://whenitrains.commons.gc.cuny.edu/about-me/
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Elizabeth Weinberg Photography
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Mare Liberum with Marie Lorenz and Flux Factory at the Tugboat Graveyard, 2011




Mare Liberum with Marie Lorenz and Flux Factory at the Tugboat Graveyard, 2011
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Mare Liberum at Carpentef Center for the Vugﬁél”r /A iversity 2015
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Mare Liberum at Centre Pompidou, Musée d’art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, France, 2017
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what wilderness:
@ Conversations on Ecology,
Abstraction, and the Anthropocene

ISCP, New York
2015-6







/4—"#-’" . El

NY State Remediation Sites
B 2 Queers Wast Parcel &
m‘""" k 3) Hersan Inglusirial Coep.
o \:‘Dwum &) Arch Straet Yards (LR}
Introduction wstn ] 5] Negaine Mot Sne
et Crask (5 & T8 mile walerway connechsd 10 Ihe East Rived 50 Serves 34 1e Ba-oer betwisn Weslsr 2 8) 44-30 Purves Stnret
Quisers and North Brookhm, The Crsek was originally & s8% marsh s romment wilh Umeous fresh witer dtresms ELE | T1ALCO Brands, Inc.
feadirg into brackish waters ncluding plentiful smounts of Sab and shakfish barmated by netive Lenape ribes ard f B) ACCO Brands, Inc.
eariy Eupean colonialists. A8 the Creesk became a hu for industrial sccivty in thel 196h Gantury, the emvirsoment 9) Active Steel Drum Co Ine.
altered 1o o fascaories ard mantime use: this inchude filing in marsn, bulheading ATTA i 10) Roshit Chamicals g,
wmwmmmmml&q1me&rﬁrm century e Créek becams ane of the busiest walsrmins 11 Risvierw AvEns Diveropmant |
7 8 eominitiy. Canmng mone valoe frd yolome of G than he ntine Misisson: Reer. Goods manufastured in ] 12) Qusnis Aesourees
fthe area incuded fertilizess, chamvcals, gloes, mopes, dyes and many vaneties of pettalsum products. However, the 18 = 13 Quarts Resoureas
deckae of American manudacturieg afer Warld Wae 1l led o abandoed and underitiized properties o well 38 oss B 5 " 14) Phasgs Dod
el akiled joba in the dres. Hemy industal use, wah enviconmandal reg and proection, ket & HUNTERS = A5 A Libary B
bty 0 it cERATRTION. S1H presant wilhin e Sedinents of the Creek, [ 2000, the Creeh wak secind 4 . Sy ] 4} 457 Moapeth Subatarlion
fedrnl Superfurd site, . | 1- s & 16)W.LK. Com
FOIN g E CA 17) Commish Kra Goods
. ] G & £ 18) ngranar Sareel Siowaii GW
[=1 Active Bulkheads i g # £ g & G 10) Popear Hand Launcy
AL IE'S busiest, Newbiwt Creek was home to SO0 manufaciuring busesses, Over 15 000 vessels traversed it a"“\}' ” ope s b GM 0] 353 MCHKibben S1nest
wealErway andually. AS recently 85 the 1O50'S, oosan-going Hsghien were & common Sight & far &Bst as Massuth, z 1 'E’%,n | f 21) 2 Ingariam Stest
Thviaser dhenys, rruiariimes iralfic i b aClive, Uul e e ane st miiy working) walbsfronl. Mecilities which primibriy - " %ﬁ d ¥3) Scholes. Si. Stasion
handie waste and cetraleum products as indicated on 1his man, Movng bulk materisis by barge is more efficien o 23) Frito Lay
ety and emironmentaly: A sngks barge has the same capacity & 28 - 58 long heul rocks, depending on . SUNNYSIDE

24) Scpntse Fing Prevention Inc.
25) Bannes Trucking Corp.

26 Greenpoind MGP - Enengy Cenie’
2T Mk Coma Chednars

2B) Aome Aschiteefural Producrs.

e iy, Companed b Glies ransportalion mods bane Uranspedt of bulk mateals s saler i b of weeker
[juriess, geveralis. far févesr MoiC i emissions & redocis mainleierce orsls fof rads sl bridges.

[ ] Street Access Sites

Fewteran Cresk is igeking in public access. As of 2015, mens ane anly tas oifciaily recogrred pUDLS SPESES ON 108 I Acee Archiitectural Products [
Crock: the Manhattan Ave Street End (NYC Parks Dopartment) snd The Newtown Cresk Nature Walk (NYC Dept. of gt 5 30) Soap Manuiacturer ——
[Ersarnmental Protection]. A b of Stfer Shrest and Shes Sruni the Creek provite DOlenlial foF pubils Scoess, AN LALFUET SIHraga
ichading Uhe ‘Prénk Road” Sils in Maspeth whing NCA began restoration wark in 2013, GREENPOINT 31 Curtis Elacing WY

32) Meoaker Anye Pamne Trackiows
[==] Naturalized Bulkheads 8 ok 0. ¥k e uc | Dyen

34) 460 Hingsiand Aenus
35) BAT Railroad Car Bam
) MiuHan Pastics.

uch ol the Newsiown Creek shosefine s bukhanded to sctommodate manime uss and wnoreese g une of
propeties ackacent 1o the Creek. Soma portions of the shoeeling maintain a maore naturalited siate where the
i slapes from wites bo snd as oaposed b drapping off 90 Gegrees a8 with bulkheads. Theds shanes offer truer

i

Iilirtictal ones, ot portions of BN 1hat fne Submerged Twite & diy by (e inComing tites, Such interidal asas A7) Hushey Ervalope

[provide Criticel habitat Sof mimercus marine plants and animals natie 1o 1 Creek, 3R Greenpoird Marira
ww‘&mﬁmmm

[=] Greenpoint Oil Spill D) Wilkamsburg Works iy

I 1978 & Coast Guard patrol spotied massive ofl plurmes on the Creek rear Mesker Avenue. This sporred an
Inastigation which found 17 1o 30 million gallons of of undemesth Greengpant. Brooklyn. Rslesssd into the

AL} el Equipmant
42) Wythe Svanua Station !

wrnvrioimimnd fron Slancaed O (i Exoetobd] and olivs nbulhmﬁllnmsdurnlgmﬂwﬁmd. Mespll |8 ﬁ*ntnpo-tm 1 43) Berkman Hros Sie
s eurrently being remedisted under supervsion of the NY Sate D . As o B e 1G] e | | 44) 57 Hant Avsnue
2015, some 12.5 milhon galions of petroleumm proguct Ninve been resnived, Tllnnlunﬂmhuwlwuuenlld L 1 i ki A5) 140 Kaen Avanon
e i - hee rac Largest oil s in US history. ek 3 i i’; 8 Clnanans Salas & Bt 0o
- Gm'f” %_ EEa AT) Fyr Point mnd Lacguer o
@ Potentially Responsible Parties # A8y Rering TmasoTar Lorp.
i1 2000, i US EPA chskigraatisd Muwbornen, Ciesal i Pachirsl Supirfund sita, ParL of he Superfund prociss i o 3 44 Driggs Frywood Com,
identrying potertially responsible panties [PFEP) ther have contributid 1o the contaminston and wil ba held lisbie 2 50) BOT/Ansbaches Color & Dye Facsory
pérying for the cost of cienniap and restoration. Tha Newtowrn Créok PAPS molude Exnbobs, Brtish Petroleun, Frejentea] - Y 51):555 Grand Strest
Tesincas, Gy, Natanal Ged, Pheips Dooge & the City of Mew York. I} ’ st 31 2 %i‘ B2 416 Kent Avedie
53) 420 Hent Avarun
» . T T
%' Combined Sewer Overflow - %‘ v R s S e
A Bl s & Benth of an inch of rainfall can trgger Combined Siwer Overfow [CS0) wiich 1 when stormeatss i g Bl 567470 Kard Ave
cominnes with sanitary sewers, treatment plants reach o capacity for intake ard untreated sawape aod stormmater - ; § 7] Hait iy, S1000 Ste
enters {ne whtersay via G50 outfal pines iocates througheut the city. The Creek receives pvsr 2 billion galines of

C50 ench y=ir, which fins Ireniantous inpact on water quality and repressnts the langast source ol preseant day

polhuticon, o S D
A Gumenpoist .
v
& Public Libraries '
Thir Brookiyn and Quesrns pulsiic libranes partnened with NCA 1o bost weathers stations. a1 branches. within the Cresk ) 3 L %
walershed. These stations provide el Sme wealler dats and are contecied 1o our BCS0skert system Lhat fets = 5 F ¥ g ;iw 2 !' z
residerits Know whien CS0 events Sre likaly docuring. By coasendng water duding IHEse svents we can lasdn the ! ; M a3 Dletialieh 48 F i 1
ot of pollalion Salering e Cresk. AwiiG ) % * sy l 5 f‘?‘?
i
o
@ Remedial Sites
Thie NiY State Depariment of Emnonmental Consanation is working with pregerty cwhers i remediace 8 numoer of - = Hitteih he
eomaminated s surrounding Mewtown Creek. Similar to e Greenpeint 0l Spil, these are often reerinacts of o
FIIUSLAL DOSFANGONS WHAN 100G CHEICHS v IBAchaa inlo The Soil Brd Frouncwate: DOsn SErtcan Neanmy y p——
Aheats io the local community of humans snd non human oEansas. This mbp Shows & number of thiss remediol i
Siles tnat are curmently DEng investaganed of cleantd . For morne Riormation Sbout each S8 and the clednun e National Grid
process visit dee g £ ional | | e

2]
| 1600 Shoreline & ' Historic Features

The geography of Hewlown Crask Nas changed tramerndousty since the amvival of the first Eiropesns 10 the area
7 1605, Shown here i an outline of the Croek &8 i existed &1 thirt tims, wilh muech of tha Surranding Shafeling
corssting of extenaive marsh and numerous streams Ssading it the cresk,

IROTICE: Newtown Craek is @ fiderally desigrated Supsrfund site. Dos to poor mater quality and costarmination
o the Sidirents within Mewtown Creek, 7 i HOT Sdveakit 10 Swim. wihe of corsime fish o shilifiah,

+”
A A e : S
i
P £
" o 3 W’VN’L X
: -t 3
‘g A T ¥
s . L
[ e e Mt i S
g
it ik
e o Preers s
o
T a2 s
rER S msuu %5 =LA
8l i ey
5
it i s & N
S A RIDGEWOGD
" o = -,
weoe f § 4 ! N R
S = {: i & e fv fﬁf O Crar 17356 s ot s otrco
@ x e y v In e penparation of 1
e A M ® BUSHWICK ﬂ._%, =
ook ,,..mn.'!"eg orre 2 ) M & 174 iloenutes






B

i

" A [T

|
|
|
|
i
i
if
b
I
—
§
L= S

e

CAUTION ¢

THIS OUTFALL MAY DISCHARGE RAINWATER MIXED WITH
UNTREATED SEWAGE DURING OR FOLLOWING RAINFALL
~ AND CAN CONTAIN BACTERIA THAT CAN CAUSE ILLNESS

 IF YOU SEE A DISCHARGE DURING DRY WEATHER:
* PLEASE CALL 311 - REFER TO CSO OUTFALL #NCB-083
* For more information visit www.nyc.gov/dep

* Or Contact: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water Regional Office
47-40 21st St., Long Island City, NY 11101
718-482-4900

* New York State Wet Weather discharge point
» SPDES Permit # NY 0026204 -

MNew York City Department of Environmental Protection
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Opinion = OP-ED CONTRIBUTOR Ehe New ork Times

An Oil Spill Grows in Brooklyn

ALEX PRUD'HOMME MAY 15, 2010

WITH an estimated 210,000 gallons of oil spilling from the Deepwater
Horizon site every day — for a total of some 3.3 million gallons, so far — the
disaster in the Gulf of Mexico may eventually prove to be the largest oil spill
in American history.

But New Yorkers forget, or don’t know, that a much larger oil spill sits in
our own backyard: an estimated 17 million to 30 million gallons of oil,
benzene, naptha and other carcinogenic chemicals pollute Newtown Creek
and a 55-acre, 25-foot-deep swath of soil in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

People don’t often think of urban creeks as biodiverse waterways, but
Newtown Creek was once a rich tidal estuary popular among hunters and
fishermen. Starting in the 1870s, however, Standard Oil and other refineries
began spilling or dumping excess fuels and toxic chemicals into the water or
onto the soil, slowly poisoning the ecosystem. For years, people who hung
their clothes out to dry found them darkened by chemical fumes. Today,
Newtown Creek is a dead zone: when a dolphin was spotted in the creek in

March. experts did not reloice. Thev worried about 1ts health.



The Greenpoint Oil Spill

~55 Acres

~25 Feet Deep
17 - 30 Million Gallons of Oil

Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill

2,500 to 68,000 Square Miles

(43,520,000 Acres)

53
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“We never see the raindrop; we have raindrop
feelings, raindrop thoughts, raindrop
perceptions.”

~ Timothy Morton



“In nature we never see anything isolated,
but everything in connection with
something else which is before it, beside it,
under it, and over it”

~ Goethe, conversation with Johan Peter Eckerman,
guoted in Sergei Eisenstin, “A Dialectic Approach to Film Form,
Revealed by Jordan Lord in a recent talk



highwatermarks: six ways
of sensing the river

2017

Brandywine River Museum
of Art
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highwatermarks, 2017 (single-channel excerpt of 4-channel video installation for Brandywine River Museum of Art)
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Andrew Wyeth, River Boat, 1963, watercolor and dry brush on paper, 17 x 26 inches
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“an unrippled water”
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highwatermarks, mill outside of Wilmington, 2017 (single-channel excerpt of 4-channel video installation for Brandywine River Museum of Art)
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~ Ralph Waldo Emerson
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water temperature
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conductivity

http://swrcsensors.dreamhosters.com/charts main SL084.php

SLO084 TURBIDITY/CTD LOGGER
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PAGE 2:
GRAPH OF HISTORIC DATA

SL084 TURBIDITY/CTD LOGGER
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