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“How to live in a world that we 
cannot help but transform?” 

Jedediah Purdy, After Nature (2015)

How to depict a world that 
is transformed through its depiction?



“One place understood helps us understand 
all other places better” ~ Eudora Welty



collaborative
process-based
open-ended
participatory



1. water as a 
connective tissue
and a pathway

2. a communications 
medium and a 
commons

3. constructed; post-
natural and emergent 
places



“social sculpture”

‘A SOCIAL ORGANISM AS A WORK OF ART’ ~ Joseph Beuys, 1973

sculpture as a catalyst for 
social change





Robert Smithson, Spiral Jetty, 1970



Chris Burden, B-Car, 1977



Chris Burden, B.C. Mexico, 1973





B A C K G R O U N D



mare liberum 
2007-

http://www.thefreeseas.org

http://www.thefreeseas.org


“The beautiful city, the city of hurried and 
sparkling waters! The city of spires and 
masts! The city nested in bays! My city!” 

- Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass



Brooklyn’s “Lavender Lake” - The Gowanus Canal Sewershed
Map: S. Stempel

https://whenitrains.commons.gc.cuny.edu/about-me/




Elizabeth Weinberg Photography
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Mare Liberum with Marie Lorenz and Flux Factory at the Tugboat Graveyard, 2011



Mare Liberum with Marie Lorenz and Flux Factory at the Tugboat Graveyard, 2011
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Mare Liberum at Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts (CCVA) at Harvard University
2015



Mare Liberum at Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts (CCVA) at Harvard University
2015

Mare Liberum at Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts (CCVA) at Harvard University 2015



Mare Liberum at Centre Pompidou, Musée d’art Modèrne de la Ville de Paris, France, 2017









what wilderness: 
9 Conversations on Ecology, 

Abstraction, and the Anthropocene

ISCP, New York
2015-6
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Newtown Creek c. 1960 (source: NCA)
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The Greenpoint Oil Spill

~55 Acres

~25 Feet Deep

17 - 30 Million Gallons of Oil

Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill

2,500 to 68,000 Square Miles

(43,520,000 Acres)
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“We never see the raindrop; we have raindrop 
feelings, raindrop thoughts, raindrop 

perceptions.”

~ Timothy Morton



“In nature we never see anything isolated, 
but everything in connection with 

something else which is before it, beside it, 
under it, and over it” 

~ Goethe, conversation with Johan Peter Eckerman, 
quoted in Sergei Eisenstin, “A Dialectic Approach to Film Form, 

Revealed by Jordan Lord in a recent talk



highwatermarks: six ways 
of sensing the river

2017

Brandywine River Museum 
of Art







Philadelphia ->

Honey Brook Township

Wilmington, DE



Honey Brook Township, PA



Wilmington, DE



highwatermarks, 2017 (single-channel excerpt of 4-channel video installation for Brandywine River Museum of Art)





Andrew Wyeth, Evening at Keurners (1970)
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highwatermarks, mill outside of Wilmington, 2017 (single-channel excerpt of 4-channel video installation for Brandywine River Museum of Art)



The river, as it flows, 

resembles the air that flows 

over it; the air resembles the 

light which traverses it with 

more subtile currents; the light 

resembles the heat which rides 

with it through Space. Each 

creature is only a modification 

of the other; the likeness in 

them is more than the 

difference, and their radical 

law is one and the same.

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Wood Repurposed from New York CIty 
Watertower
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With help from Stroud Water Research Center



http://swrcsensors.dreamhosters.com/charts_main_SL084.php

http://swrcsensors.dreamhosters.com/charts_main_SL084.php


http://swrcsensors.dreamhosters.com/charts_main_SL084.php

http://swrcsensors.dreamhosters.com/charts_main_SL084.php
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