Redevelopment
of the naval port
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Context

Marshy island in the Delaware River converted to a U.S.
naval base

Filling in wetlands and creeks to create solid ground
Operation as a naval station for 120 years
Reformulated as a “waterfront business campus” in 2000 . 4
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What can we learn from the past two . " =

hundred years of activity at League
Island?

What does this mean the land, water,
and people occupying this space in the
future?




[puBLIc, No. 29.]
An Act to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to accept

League Island, in the Delaware river, for Naval purposes,
e O O Ogy and to dispense with and dispose of the site of the existing

yard at Philadelphia. ’
1. Historical documents
a. COhngSSlonal Hea“ngs and ACtS Y- The Navy Yard & @NavyYardPhila - 20 Dec 2018 v
b. Plans and d|ag rams Originally constructed in 1804, Building 18 served as a Boiler Shop. Today, it is
now one of many buildings redeveloped as part of @urbn's headquarters. #tbt
C. Maps #history #discovertheyard #urbn
d. Images
2. Current sources
a. Site visits

b. Social Media




Preliminary Findings
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- Ownership of League Island |
- Divided into 15-30 acre lots by 1777; docking ships, agriculture
- First bridge to the mainland built in 1837; State government approval, for public use
- Transferred to federal government -- 1862-1868
- Naval station closure, city ownership -- 1995

- Property rights -- land vs. water
- Land private, river public
- Boundary lines of a tidal waterfront property
- Right to build structures that extend into the river
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SUGGESTED LOCATION FOR
RAILROAD  VARDS AND
SHIPPING TERMINALS
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Preliminary Findings

: “/% (- Water, marsh, and land 5
v 23 ‘ , - Planning for dredging and filling projects began immediately
et § B8 ‘ @ - League Island fully connected to the mainland by 1920

- League Island Park

.4 - Infrastructure

- Docks, wharves, and piers

e i . - Buildings, barracks and warehouses
4,546 linear feet of additional edges . .
- i - Airfield and rail

Figure 3.20 Proposed Water Edge: Linear Water Bodies

- Green space

Proposed: 3.4 acres of open lawn (93% total reduction)




Challenges and Next Steps

e People
o  Bringing findings about the environment, infrastructure, and
law in conversation with the experiences of those living or
working in these spaces
e Nonhuman agents of change
o Influenza outbreak, 1918
o Water erosion
e Potential futures

o  Push to develop residential capacity--sustainable?
o Energy
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Public Engagement

e Example of a broader trend

e How should the public engage with these changed and changing spaces?
o Isthe PIDC/Navy Yard’s current social media strategy effective? What is their message? What aren’t
they conveying?

The Navy Yard @ @NavyYardPhila - Jan 3 v
In 1972, teenagers would get tours of the Navy Yard complete with briefings of
naval ship technologies and innovations! #tbt #history #discovertheyard

The Navy Yard @ @NavyYardPhila - 14h v

-z From Sea Monsters to Naval Ships, Sunsets and Office Life, there is always
something to discover at the Navy Yard. Check out 101 ways Navy Yard Visitors
Discovered the Yard in 2018! #discovertheyard #whyilovephilly
navyyard.org/theyardblog/20...




