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Building WetLand
on the Lower Schuylkill River

Welcome and thanks to:
Bartram’s Garden

University of Pennsylvania SAS Dean’s Office
Philadelphia Department of Parks & Recreation

Penn’s Green Campus Partnership
The Provost’s Arts & Culture Initiative

The Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education
Center for Emerging Visual Artists (P.O.S.T.)

The Climate and Urban Systems Partnership of the Franklin 
Institute 

&
You

Visioning meeting held
12/16/16





Questions to Consider 

•How does this project intersect with 
your work?
•What is most exciting to you about this 

project?
•How do you imagine a possible 

partnership?
•What dimensions might you add to this 

project?
•What resources could you bring?







SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS- Congress finds that--

(1) the Schuylkill River Valley made a unique contribution to the cultural, political, and industrial development of the United States;

(2) the Schuylkill River is distinctive as the first spine of modern industrial development in Pennsylvania and 1 of the first in the United States;

(3) the Schuylkill River Valley played a significant role in the struggle for nationhood;

(4) the Schuylkill River Valley developed a prosperous and productive agricultural economy that survives today;

(5) the Schuylkill River Valley developed a charcoal iron industry that made Pennsylvania the center of the iron industry within the North American 
colonies;

6) the Schuylkill River Valley developed into a significant anthracite mining region that continues to thrive today;

(7) the Schuylkill River Valley developed early transportation systems, including the Schuylkill Canal and the Reading Railroad;

(8) the Schuylkill River Valley developed a significant industrial base, including textile mills and iron works;

(9) there is a longstanding commitment to—

       (A) repairing the environmental damage to the river and its surroundings caused by the largely unregulated industrial activity; and

       (B) completing the Schuylkill River Trail along the 128-mile corridor of the Schuylkill Valley;

(10) there is a need to provide assistance for the preservation and promotion of the significance of the Schuylkill River as a system for 
transportation, agriculture, industry, commerce, and immigration; and

(11)(A) the Department of the Interior is responsible for protecting the Nation's cultural and historical resources; and

       (B) there are sufficient significant examples of such resources within the Schuylkill River Valley to merit the involvement of the Federal Government 
in the development of programs and projects, in cooperation with the Schuylkill River Greenway Association, the State of Pennsylvania, and other local 
and governmental bodies, to adequately conserve, protect, and interpret this heritage for future generations, while providing opportunities for 
education and revitalization.

 

(b) PURPOSES- The purposes of this Act are--

(1) to foster a close working relationship with all levels of government, the private sector, and the local communities in the Schuylkill River Valley of 
southeastern Pennsylvania and enable the communities to conserve their heritage while continuing to pursue economic opportunities; and

(2) to conserve, interpret, and develop the historical, cultural, natural, and recreational resources related to the industrial and cultural heritage of 
the Schuylkill River Valley of southeastern Pennsylvania.

Schuylkill River National Heritage Area
enacted in 1999



Joseph Pennel. From Egan, “A Day in the Ma’sh.” 
Scribner’s Monthly. 22.3 ( July 1881)



• Share briefly what you're doing, or what 
you want to do, on or along the (Lower) 
Schuylkill River (LSR).

• Consider how collaborations with other 
River Corps members might augment 
what you're already doing, i.e., how can 
we as a collective hold up and support 
your initiatives. Please indicate what 
kind of data (perhaps about the 
watershed's history, present, or future) 
you would find useful to build on what 
you already know about the LSR. 

• Envision collaborations with other 
Corps members (with an eye toward 
grant writing)




