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Visioning meeting held
12/16/16

Building WetLand
on the Lower Schuylkill River

Welcome and thanks to:
Bartram’s Garden
University of Pennsylvania SAS Dean’s Office
Philadelphia Department of Parks & Recreation
Penn’s Green Campus Partnership
The Provost’s Arts & Culture Initiative
The Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education
Center for Emerging Visual Artists (P.O.S.T.
The Climate and Urban Systems Partnership of the Franklin
Inst&ittute
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Questions to Consider

- How does this project intersect with
your work?

- What is most exciting to you about this
project?

- How do you imagine a possible
partnership?

- What dimensions might you add to this
project?

- What resources could you bring?
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Bethany Wiggin

German & Environmental Humanities
University of Pennsylvania

FOUNDATION WHITING AWARDS

PAST PROGRAMS

2016-2017 Public Engagement Fellow

Project: Making a river's past, present, and future
visible from America's oldest botanical garden
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Project Description
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= Climate prediction models agree that Philadelphia is becoming hotter and wetter. For Bethany Wiggin, this lends
I a sense of urgency to learning about the history and context of people’s interaction with their environment as we

adapt to higher temperatures. She will use her Public Engagement Fellowship to address this need through a
collaborative, multi-disciplinary project called Floating on Warmer Waters that will explore the complex
relationship of people and nature on the Lower Schuykill River, home to both refineries and bird sanctuaries.
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Based jointly at Bartram’s Garden, the oldest botanical garden in the Americas, and the University of
Pennsylvania, Floating will engage historians, scientists, and visual artists to create new programming for the
public - including the more than 10,000 middle- and high-school students who visit the Garden each year. Events
will explore ecologically friendly living by placing it in the historical perspective of Philadelphia’s Quaker past;
consider the role of utopian ideologies in shaping development and conservation; and invite the public to
engage in experiments in sustainability on a floating science lab created by artist Mary Mattingly.

Wiggin, the Founding Director of the Penn Project in Environmental Humanities, came to the field through her
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Schuylkill River National Heritage Area
enacted in 1999

(1) the Schuylkill River Valley made a unigque contribution to the cultural, political, and industrial development of the United States;

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.
(a) FINDINGS- Congress finds that--

(2) the Schuylkill River is distinctive as the first spine of modern industrial development in Pennsylvania and 1 of the first in the United States;
(3) the Schuylkill River Valley played a significant role in the struggle for nationhood;
(4) the Schuylkill River Valley developed a prosperous and productive agricultural economy that survives today;

(5)I the Schuylkill River Valley developed a charcoal iron industry that made Pennsylvania the center of the iron industry within the North American
colonies;

6) the Schuylkill River Valley developed into a significant anthracite mining region that continues to thrive today;

(7) the Schuylkill River Valley developed early transportation systems, including the Schuylkill Canal and the Reading Railroad;

(8) the Schuylkill River Valley developed a significant industrial base, including textile mills and iron works;

(9) there is a longstanding commitment to—
(A) repairing the environmental damage to the river and its surroundings caused by the largely unregulated industrial activity; and
(B) completing the Schuylkill River Trail along the 128-mile corridor of the Schuylkill Valley;

(10) there is a need to provide assistance for the preservation and promotion of the significance of the Schuylkill River as a system for
transportation, agriculture, industry, commerce, and immigration; and

(11)(A) the Department of the Interior is responsible for protecting the Nation's cultural and historical resources; and
(B) there are sufficient significant examples of such resources within the Schuylkill River Valley to merit the involvement of the Federal Government
in the development of programs and projects, in cooperation with the Schuylkill River Greenway Association, the State of Pennsylvania, and other local

and governmental bodies, to adequately conserve, protect, and interpret this heritage for future generations, while providing opportunities for
education and revitalization.

(b) PURPOSES- The purposes of this Act are--

(1) to foster a close working relationship with all levels of government, the private sector, and the local communities in the Schuylkill River Valley of
southeastern Pennsylvania and enable the communities to conserve their heritage while continuing to pursue economic opportunities; and

(2) to conserve, interpret, and develop the historical, cultural, natural, and recreational resources related to the industrial and cultural heritage of
the Schuylkill River Valley of southeastern Pennsylvania.



Joseph Pennel. From Egan, “A Day in the Ma’sh.”
Scribner’s Monthly. 22.3('July1881)
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. Share briefly what you re doing, or what
you want to do, on or along the (Lower)

Schuylkill River (L.SR).

« Consider how collaborations with other

River Corps members might augment
what you're already doing, i.e., how can
we as a collective hold upand support

your initiatives, Please indicate what
kmd of data (perhaps about the
watershed's history, present, or future)
you would find useful to build on what
you already know about the LSR.

- Envision collaborations with other
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