




Fairmount Park … versus the Fairmount Park System









THREE Lots of Land, containing from 11 to 16 Acres, most delightfully situated upon 

Schuylkill, near the Lower Ferry, commanding an extensive Prospect, as Bush Hill, the Seat 

of his Honour the Governor; Springettsberry, the Seat of the Proprietary; the Corporation 

Ferry, &c. &c. And down Schuylkill, the Plantations of John Bartram, David Gibson, the 

Kingsess[ing] Meadows, and the adjoining Plantation, even as far down as Carpenter 

Island. The Ferry affords a continual Amusement, by the constant passing and repassing of 

the Boats, as the Passengers can be easily distinguished by the naked Eye.
Pennsylvania Gazette, 1763

Joshua Rowley Watson. Looking Downriver from The Woodlands, 1816. Philadelphia Museum of Art.























William Birch, Belmont, from
The Country Seats of the 

United States of North 
America… 1808. Library 

Company of Philadelphia. 

View from Belmont, 2011


